
A reflection for the Third Sunday of Epiphany: John 2.1-11 
 
For pupils at Norwich School RE lessons were taken very seriously. We were taught St John’s 
Gospel by Father Frank Bowden, who assisted at St Giles on Sundays. As we came to this 
morning’s gospel reading, the changing of water into wine at Cana, we were taught very firmly that, 
for John, Jesus’ miracles are “signs”.  I didn't get it at the time but it’s clear enough now to share in 
this reflection.  
 
The final verse of the gospel tells us the miracle at Cana, not far from Jesus’ home at Nazareth, is 
the first of Jesus’ “signs.” It “revealed his glory” and as a result “his disciples believed in him.” By 
referring to the miracles as “signs” John’s gospel moves our attention away from individual 
miracles toward the greater reality to which they point. 
 
The story of the wedding in Cana is not only about enjoying a wedding feast. The amount of wine 
that Jesus produces may seem like an exaggeration to us, but this huge amount is why John puts this 
story  first  as he recounts Jesus’ ministry. God’s presence now fills the world “up to the brim”. As 
Jesus’ first public sign the changing of water to wine symbolizes the “fullness we have all received” 
through Jesus’ presence in the world. The story is about God's abundant goodness. The story shows 
us that salvation, abundance and new life are now present in our world through Jesus who reveals 
God’s glory. 
 
Reflecting on this gospel brings three more things into focus:    
 
Jesus shows it is good to enjoy life. The wedding was a big occasion, it lasted for more than one 
day, it was such a happy time that Jesus and his disciples attended. 
 
Jesus shows the important of trusting him. The story first shows Mary’s trust in Jesus. She knew her 
son and turned to him when something went wrong. She told the servers at the wedding to do 
whatever He asked. 
 
Finally this gospel reading tells us how important the cross was for Jesus from the very first part of 
ministry. Jesus says “My hour has not yet come.” "He saw his life, not in terms of his wishes, but in 
terms of God's purpose for him."   
 
It should be the same for us. How do we continue to make our lives fit with God's purpose for us? 
In all the frustrations of being locked down we can still link with people in the different ways still 
open to us.  We have time to read - and watch TV - and reflect on what we can learn from the lives 
of others described and depicted there. We can go back to passages we have read, in novels as well 
as the works of literature, just as we go back to bible passages, to discover more of their meaning 
for us, and more of God's purpose.  
 
I’ve been painting sunsets looking out from my flat. 
 
(continued on next page) 
 



 
 
Like the snowdrops and primroses, which we’ll see again in the next few weeks, they are a 
reminder of the splendour and glory of God shown in the signs he gives to us. 
 
Father Peter 


