
Homily for 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

 

1 Samuel3. 1-10 and John 1.43 

 

Can you remember how you first came to church? 

For some of us it will have been as a child and for others it may be a 

more recent experience, but there’s a story to tell for each of us. 

 

There were 2 friends who’d been together since school days. 

Eventually one went to work at the Inland Revenue and came the day 

when his friend was accused of tax fraud. The papers were full of it 

so much that he was afraid to leave the house. He was afraid of a 

prison sentence, his wife left him and he contemplated suicide. Very 

quickly all his friends melted away. Except the tax man, who asked 

him to go to church with him one week. “What on earth for” he said. 

“no religious clap trap is going to sort out the mess I’m in.” But he 

went anyway. 

 

People were pleasant to him, treating him like a normal human being, 

and his friend helped him through the service. He didn’t understand 

very much and found it difficult to concentrate, but somehow it 

became a turning point in his life. Church became a lifeline which 

sustained him through his prison sentence and helped him pick up his 

life again afterwards. 

 

I suspect that most of us were first brought to church by someone 

else. It may have been family or a friend, but the experience of 

coming along with someone else is important. 

 

The boy Samuel was called directly by God. We read that it was 

unusual for God to speak in those days, yet he spoke to Samuel and 

called him to a special task of leadership and prophesy. And it took 

the wisdom of the old man, Eli, his mentor, to eventually recognise 

that the voice Samuel could hear was from God. 

 

How could the boy know that it was God speaking? He needed 

someone with wisdom to help him understand and interpret what he 

heard so he could do the right thing, and so Eli did. Without him 

would Samuel have recognised the call from God? 

 



John’s gospel tells us that Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist, 

and when John recognised Jesus as “the Lamb of God”, Andrew 

followed Jesus to where he was staying. So Andrew was introduced 

to Jesus by John the Baptist. Andrew the sought his brother, Simon 

Peter, and told him he’d found the Messiah, and so brought his 

brother to Jesus. 

 

But there was another unnamed disciple of John the Baptist with 

Andrew who also followed Jesus, and I wonder whether or not this 

was Philip. Because the next we hear is that Jesus searches for Philip 

& invites him to join him. So what does Philip do? – he goes to find 

Nathaniel and invites him along too. 

 

So in just a few short verses, we’re told that 4 of the disciples were 

introduced to Jesus by someone else. 

Come and see what I’ve discovered. Come with me. 

 

And then they discovered that what John had said was true, that this 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who knew everything there was to know 

about Nathaniel before they even met. Just as he knows everything 

there is to know about each one of us. 

 

The challenge for us is to share our faith with our wider circle of 

family and friends. To invite others to come and meet Jesus. All we 

have to do is sit beside them and help the find their place in the book 

– God in Christ will do the rest! Jesus sees what’s in a person’s heart 

and mind. He knows the potential within them and will do his work 

with them. But he needs us – you and me – to issue the invitation. 

 

So – who can you say those three little words to this week – come 

and see? Who can you encourage to listen to a podcast or watch a 

service on YouTube as we continue to struggle with this pandemic? 

Who can you reassure that Jesus knows them and their need, and will 

be with them even in the darkest times? 

It might be that your word makes a difference and helps someone to 

turn their life around. 


