
Fr Alaric Lewis 

Originally hailing from Illinois, I consider both Chicago's crowded streets and 

small-town Midwestern America home. I studied Medieval European History 

and English Literature as an undergraduate in Indiana, and then went on to 

complete a Masters of Divinity in Chicago. I was ordained deacon in 1992 

and priest in 1993. Having been formed by the Benedictine monks who taught 

me in college, I entered St Meinrad Archabbey, eventually serving as 

Choirmaster, overseeing the daily liturgies and music for the community of 

150 monks. I also worked as an editor at the Abbey Press as well as serving 

as a retreat master. 

In 2002 I moved to Rome for studies in Sacramental Theology at the 

Pontifical Atheneum Sant'Anselmo. Whilst in Rome I joined the Church of England, serving at the Anglican 

chaplaincy there as well as working as a teacher, writer, and – though I know next to nothing about 

agriculture – a consultant to the Italian Ministry of Agriculture. In 2015 I was assigned as chaplain for the 

Church of England community on the Costa del Sol, Spain, where I served until coming to Norwich in 2018 

and taking up the reins as the Rector of the Benefice of Colegate and Tombland as well as Vocations 

Outreach Officer for the Diocese of Norwich. 

Having grown up learning about life and love from my grandfather, who was a fantastic storyteller, I am 

energised by the power of stories to bring insight. Inspired by the works of the Fred Craddock and Frederick 

Buechner, I feel that homilies should not simply be a few words of instruction that – in these days of instant 

information – most people can find on the Internet anyway, but rather events that link elements of Scriptural 

study with the stories of the listeners. Having studied Sacramental Theology, I am also fascinated by the 

way that our stories can be given voice through traditional ritual and liturgy, and am grateful for a life of 

Catholic formation in which such rituals have always been a central element of faith. 

Music has always been an important part of my life and, in addition to my formal work as choirmaster, I 

have also been serving as a church musician for about as long as I can remember. I was also the lead singer 

and keyboardist in a blues band in Rome, and have worked quite often in piano bars, belting out tunes whilst 

people “sit at the bar and throw bread in my jar” (to quote the great Billy Joel). 

Having authored four books, I am continuing my writing as well, and – shameless self-promotion alert! – 

my first novel, Bradington Bay, is due to be published in March of next year. 

Hobbies include reading, cinema, board and card games, tennis, and travel. Maurizio (my partner of sixteen 

years) and I have a flat in Rome, so these days most of our holidays are spent there and in the States, where 

my adorable father George continues to spoil me silly. And, of course, I would be remiss if I did not mention 

Linus, our six year-old miniature dachshund who is in equal parts imperious and needy, and around whom 

our life revolves probably more than it ought to. 

 


